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Foreword

This book is dedicated to those who fought in the First world War. The opening pages
are a compilation of information to try and set the scene in  giving  some details of the
disposition and formation of the British armed forces at the opening of the war. These
were the Troops that were to be famously called by the German Kaiser  that
‘Contemptible Little Army ‘ He was to come to regret those words . Those who survived
the terrible early days of the War formed a Welfare Society called ‘The Old Contempt-
ible's for the benefit of the ‘Chums’ as they called themselves  .

Many brave and gallant deeds were done and it would not be possible to list all the
heroic events, The stories of the Victoria Cross Holders epitomise the deeds of so many
of those men. Nobody was to foresee the terrible toll that this war was to have upon
Europe and indeed the world during it’s long and bloody conflict and by its end some
603 Victoria Crosses had been awarded.   Of course we must remember that we were
in France to support our allies and friends the French, but because there is insufficient
space to record their efforts it must be left to them tell their own stories.

‘The Great War’  by The Amalgamated Press editor H.W.Wilsom  was published in
13 volumes over 5 years, I have tried to faithfully reproduce the text of those pages of
the ‘The Great War’  which pertain to the ‘For Valour’  chapters and give us such stirring
stories . The Language and tone are theirs, the mistakes are mine .
Peter Masters

It sobering to consider the extent to which the
British army was reduced by the end of the November 1914

One Example of losses

1st  Brigade (The Guards ) of 1st  Division
went to France  with the strength of 4500 but by

 12 Nov 1914.
 it had been reduced to :

1st Scots Guards  :  1 officer. 69 men  :

 1st Black watch :  1 officer. 109 men  :

 1st Camerons : 3 officers. 140 men  :

 1st Coldstream Guards  : No officers .150 men

Total remaining. 5 Officers .  468 men
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Introduction

In the early days and months of the First world War the Germans had practically fought us to a standstill . After a
terrific onslaught  in the opening days and weeks of the war the British expeditionary forces were all but spent . The
outstanding achievements of what the Kaiser called the ‘Contemptible  little Army ’ was manifest in the fact that they
not only halted the German advance against superior odds, but brought them to the point of surrender .  However
whilst the Germans were considering surrender they found they were yielding to a retreating army ! Ironically the
British, unaware of the demoralised and weakened state of their opponents had decided that they would have to
withdraw and when one looks at the severity of the losses in British ranks it is easy to see why.

Srnith-Dorrien (and, for that matter, Pulteney) had never wanted to embark on L -not, at least,
without proper preparation and a clear picture of the prospect before him. Lille was an inviting prize, and tantalizingly
close. But might it not be possible that the same idea had also occurred to Falkenhayn? Not so, said GHQ.

Thus Smith-Dorrien, no stranger to retreat, decided to pull back; but this time there was no question of the
‘stopping-blow’ of Le Cateau. It was to be a matter of a fighting withdrawal and a series of desperate defensive actions,
too numerous to record. Once more the BEF succeeded in slipping away, for in the words of the official History, ‘the
retirement of 11 Corps on the night of 22/23 October to the new line was carried out without the slightest interference,
though next day at least one German regiment stormed the villages that had been abandoned

On 24 October, 11 Corps lay thus, right to left: Givenchy, thence east of Festubert , Richebourg 1’ Avoue, east of
Neuve Chapelle , Fauquissart, Rouges Bancs.  This line was to be held until the end of the battle of La Bassée, with
one exception. On 26 October the Germans launched a major assault on Neuve Chapelle, which lay roughly at the
junction between 5th Division and 3 rd Division

The battle lasted for four days. Why the Germans should have expended so much costly effort (six infantry
regiments and two  battalions, with twice the normal artillery support) to gain an objective of little tactical
importance is difficult to understand; and more difficult still when, after an unsuccessful counter-attack on the 28th, a
British patrol entered the ruined village at 3 a. m the following morning, only to find that it had been evacuated by the
enemy.

The German military mind is not always easy to understand. The fighting had cost them well over 5,000 casualties.
The official records do not even mention Neuve Chapelle, neither its capture nor its evacuation, which suggests that
the Germans considered the action to have been a failure. A more probable answer is that on 29 October the battle of
Gheluvelt — the battle to end all battles — began. We know, for example, that all the heavy artillery of Army was
withdrawn from the front of II and III Corps on the 29th to support Fabeck’s and on 30 October 26th
Division, which had taken a major part in the battle for Neuve Chapelle, was north of the Lys and about to join in the
attack on the Messines-Wytschaete ridge. Not even the Germans could sustain a major offensive along the entire front.
On the British side, the order of battle at  reads very much like that on the canal at Mons: 7th, 8th and
9th Infantry Brigades of 3rd Division, and 14th Infantry Brigade of 5th Division, to which were added such additional
units as Smith-Dorrien could beg or borrow from Allenby and from the Lahore Division. Distinctions are invidious,
but in the forfront of the fighting were our old friends from Obourg and Nimy, 1/Lincolns; 1/Wiltshires; and above
all, 1/Royal West Kents , which by the 29th had been reduced to 328 men commanded by two newly joined subalterns
and two sergeant-majors. ‘Once more’, says the official History, ‘

’

While Smith-Dorrien was thus engaged Pulteney was fighting the battle of Armentières. As II Corps fell back on the
hinge of Givenchy, so 19th Infantry Brigade and 6th Division were obliged to conform. By the 22nd it had been
necessary to evacuate what had suddenly become a dangerous salient formed by the line of the previous advance:
Fromelles—Radinghem—Ennetières—Prerriesques.

On the 23rd, III Corps was holding a front of twelve miles from Rouges Bancs to Epinette and thence to Houplines,
le Gheer and St Yves, where 4th 1Division was in touch with Allenby’s Cavalry Corps, itself under increasing pressure
between Messines and Hollebeke. Facing Pultency were the greater part of

THE MONS STAR . David Ascoli

Thus the armies were in a fluid state. Regrouping, repositioning and reinforcing. It was from this stalemate position
that the trench warfare evolved.
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THE MONS STAR

The first campaign medal of the Great War. The 1914 Star was struck in 1917 . It was awarded to those who had served
in France and Belgium on the strength of a unit or had service in either of those two countries  between 5th August and
30 November. 1914
It is not to be confused with 1914-1915 Star awarded for subsequent service until the end of 1915, and which is identical
in appearance except for the dates on the scrolls of the medal itself. [Aug. Nov]

No man could hold both medals

The award of the of the 1914 Star was restricted to to the Army and the Air Squadrons of the RFC who served in
France and Flanders during the Qualifying Period.

In October the King commanded , a bar was to be awarded to all holders of the medal who had been under fire in
France and Belgium during the qualifying dates .
 The words under fire  being further defined as

‘Within range of  enemy mobile artillery.’
This bar bears the inscription  "5th Aug-22 Nov. 1914" The medal ribbon is marked by a small rosette when worn with-
out the medals

Fewer than 23,000 of these bars were awarded
It was the proudest possession of that incomparable  little army, The last of a very  special band of brothers "The Old

Contemptible's" and it became known as
THE MONS STAR.

CONGRATULATING THE FIRST V.C OF THE WAR

Lance corporal Charles Alfred Jarvis, 57 Field company, Royal Engineers
won his V.C at Jennapes on August 23 rd 1914 in working for one and a half
hours under heavy fire in full view of the enemy, and in successfully firing
charges for the demolition of a bridge.
He had a great reception on the occasion of his homecoming at Chelmsford in
July 1915



Order of Battle

(5 Aug.-22 Nov. 1914)
( )

:
Chief of Staff:   Lt Gen Sir Archibald Murray

Sub-Chief of Staff:  Maj. Gen. Henry Wilson
QMG- Maj Gen.   Sir William Robinson

AG: Maj. Gen   Sir Neil Macready
GSO 1 (Intelligence):   Col G. M. W. Macdonogh

 1ST CAVALRY BRIGADE    2ND CAVALRY BRIGADE
2nd Dragoon Guards (The Bays)   4th Dragoon Guards

 5th Dragoon Guards    9th Lancers
llth Hussars     18th Hussars

 3RD CAVALRY BRIGADE   4TH CAVALRY BRIGADE
 4th Hussars      Composite Regt, Household Cavalry

 5th Lancers        6th Dragoon Guards
16th Lancers     3rd Hussars

RHA: III Bde ('D' and 'E' Btys)
 VII Bde (I and'L' Btys)

RE:  1st Field Squadron

5TH (INDEPENDENT) CAVALRY BRIGADE
 2nd Dragoons (The Royal Scots Greys)

12th Lancers
20th Hussars

RHA: 'J' Bty

 RE: 4th Field Troop



) )

1st (GUARDS) BRIGADE   4 th (GUARDS) BRIGADE
1/ Coldstream Guards   2/ Grenadier Guards

1/ Scots Guards    2/ Coldstream Guards
1 /Black Watch    3/ Coldstream Guards

1/Royal Munsters   1/ lrish Guards

2nd INFANTRY BRIGADE  5th  INFANTRY BRIGADE
2/ Royal Sussex   2/ Worcesters

 1/ Loyal North Lanes  2/ Oxlord and Bucks L.I.
1/Northamptons  2/ HLI

  2/KRRC     2/ Connaught Rangers

3rd INFANTRY BRIGADE   6th INFANTRY BRIGADE
1/ Queen's     I/ King's (Liverpool)

2/ South Wales Borderers   2/ South Staffords
1/ Gloucesters    1/ Roval Berkshires

2/ Welch Regt    1/ KRRC

CAVALRY: 'C' Sqn, 15th Hussars  CAVALRY: 'B' Sqn, 15th Hussars

RFA: XXVBde(113, 114, 115 Btys)   RFA: XXXIV Bde (22, 50, 70 Btys)

XXVI Bdc(116, 117, 118 Btys)   XXX VI Bde (15, 48, 71 Btys)

XXXIX Bde(46, 51, 54 Btys)  XLI Bde (9, 16, 17 Btys)

XLIII (How) Bde (30, 40, 57 Btys) XLIV (How) Bde (47, 56, 60 Btys)

RGA: 26 Heavy Bty    RGA: 35 Heavy Bty
RE:

 23rd and 26th Field Coys   RE: 5th and 11th Field Coys



(Hubert Hamilton)  (Fergusson)

  7th INFANTRY BRIGADE  13th INFANTRY BRIGADE
 3/ Worcesters   2/ KOSB
 2/ South Lanes   2/ Duke of Wellington's
 1/ Wiltshires    1/ Royal West Kents
 2/ Royal Irish Rifles   2/ KOYLI

 8th INFANTRY BRIGADE  14th INFANTRY BRIGADE
 2/ Royal Scots    2/ Suffolks
 2/ Royal Irish Regt   I/ East Surreys
 4/ Middlesex    1/ DCLI
 1/ Gordons    2/ Manchesters

9thINFANTRY BRIGADE   15th INFANTRY BRIGADE
 1/ Northumberland Fusiliers   1/ Norfolks
 4/ Royal Fusiliers     1/ Bedfbrdshires
 1/ Lincolns      1/ Cheshires
 1/ Royal Scots Fusiliers   1/ Dorsets

     CAVALRY: 'A' Sqn, 15th Hussars    CAVALRY: 'A' Sqn,19th Hussars RFA: XXIII
Bde (107, 108, 109 Btys) RFA:) XV Bde (11, 52, 80 Btys)

XL Bde (6, 23, 49 Btys)  XXVII Bde (119, 120, 121 Btys
XLIIBde(29, 21, 45 Btys)  XV Bde (122, 123, 124 Btys)

XXX (How) Bde (128, 129, 130 Btys)  VIII(How)Bde(37, 61, 65 Btys)
RGA: 48 Heavy Bty  RGA: 108 Heavy Bty

RE: 56th and 57th Field Coys   RE: 17th and 59th Field Coys

19th INFANTRY BRIGADE
( )

2/ Royal Welsh Fusiliers
1/ Cameronians

1/ Middlesex
2/ Argylls

L OF C BATTALION
 1/ Devons (to 8th Infantry Brigade in September)

GHQ TROOPS
 North Irish Horse
South Irish Horse

2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Aeroplane Squadrons



( )
4th Division (Snow)   6th Division (Keir)

( )

10th INFANTRY BRIGADE  16th INFANTRY BRIGADE
 1/ Royal Warwicks   I/ The Buffs
 2/ Seaforths    1/ Leicesters

 I/ Royal Irish Fusiliers  1/ KSLI
 2/ Royal Dublin Fusiliers  I York and Lancaster

11th INFANTRY BRIGADE   17th INFANTRY BRIGADE
 I/ Somerset L I.   1/ Royal Fusiliers

 I/ East Lancs    I/ North Stdttords
 1/ Hampshires   2/ Leinsters

 1/ Rifle Brigade   3/ Rifle Brigade

12th INFANTRY BRIGADE   18th INFANTRY BRIGADE
 I/ King's Own     I/ West Yorks

 2/ Lancashire Fusiliers    I/ East Yorks
 2/ Royal Inniskiling Fusiliers  2 /Sherwood Foresters

 2/ Essex    2/ Durham L.I.

CAVALRY: 'B' Sqn, 19th Hussars CAVALRY: 'C' Sqn, 19th Hussars

RFA XIV Bde (39, 68, 88 Btys)  RFA: II Bde (21, 42, 53 Btys)
XXIX Bde (125, 126, 127 Btys)     XXIV Bde (110, 111, 112 Btys)
XXXII Bde (27, 134, 135 Btys)    XXXVIII Bde (24, 34, 72 Btys)

XXXVII (How) Bde (31, 35, 55 Btys)  XII (How) Bde (43, 86, 87 Btys)
 RGA 31 Heavy Bty    RGA: 24 Heavy Bty

 RE: 7th and 9th Field Coys RE: 12th and 38th Field Coys



 20TH INFANTRY BRIGADE  6TH CAVALRY BRIGADE
 I/ Grenadier Guards    3rd Dragoon Guards

 2/ Scots Guards         1st Royal Dragoons
 2/ Border Regt   10th Hussars

    2/ Gordons

 21ST INFANTRY BRIGADE   7TH CAVALRY BRIGADE
2/ Bedlbfdshires   1st Life Guards

 2/ Green Howards     2nd Life Guards
 2/ Royal Scots Fusiliers  Royal Horse Guards

   2/ WItshires

  22ND INFANTRY BRIGADE  RHA: 'K' Bty
  2/ Queen's     RE: 3rd Field Squadron
  2/ Roval Warwicks
  I/ Royal Welsh Fusiliers
  I/ South Staffords

 CAVALRY: Northumberland Hussars
  RHA: XIV Bde ('C', -F', •T' Btys)
  RFA: XXII Bde (104, 105, 106 Btvs)
 XXXV Bde (12, 25, 58 Btvs)
 RGA: III (Heavy) Bde (111, 112 Btys)
  RE: 54th and 55th Field Coys

NOTES
 8th Infantry Division arrived in France on 6 November but, except for a small contingent, did not enter the fighting area
until after 22 November

The Indian Corps began disembarking at Marseilles on 30 September, but only the following formations were in action
in France and Flanders bv 22 November the Ferozepore and Jullundur Brigades of the Lahore Division, all three Bri-
gades ol the Meerut Division, the Secunderabad Cavalry Brigade, and the Jodhpur Lancers.

The Antwerp Force consisted of two Royal Naval Brigades and one Royal Marine Brigade.

The following Yeomanry and Territorial units were serving in the line by 22 November. Oxfordshire Hussars, Northum-
berland Hussars, Leicestershire  Yeornanrv and North Somerset Yeomanry, 14th London Regt (London Scottish),
1/HAC. 8th Royal Scots, 16th London Regt (Queen's Westminster Rifles), 5/Cameronians, 5th London Regt (London
Rifle Brigade), 1/Hertfordshires.
 By December 1914 and January 1915 the picture had changed dramatically, for by then the old Army had been bled
white

Finally, it should be remembered that in the savage fighting of the first battle of Ypres many units virtually ceased to exist,
while others were transferred from one formation to another This Order of Battle is therefore as accurate a record as
possible of the fighting men who qualified for the Mons Star. Let it be remembered that so did many men of the
R.A.S.C, R.A.M.C, Military Police and others whose units are not recorded here. It was not necessary to be in a front-
line trench to be under fire



GROUP RECORD FOR
BRITISH ARMY UNITS

ARMY CHAPLAINS DEPT(1)

FOOT GUARDS(1)
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 R.A.M.C

 R.A.S.C

 ROYAL ARTILLERY

 ROYAL ENGINEERS
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 MACHINE GUN CORPS

 ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY
THE CAVALRY
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ROYAL MARINES

ROYAL MARINES [LIGHT INFANTRY]

TERRITORIAL FORCES
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General Notes
 The Victoria Cross was first instituted in
January 1856 during the progress of the Crimea
War. it was given the simple inscription 'For Val-
our'  .
The award itself is a bronze Maltese cross, an inch
and a half across. In the centre is the Royal crest,
the lion and the crown. below it a scroll with the
legend ' For Valour' It is suspended from a bronze
bar on the reverse of which is the name rank and
corps of the recipient. The ribbon is red for the
Army and blue for the Navy
 The award of the Victoria Cross  was
intended to reward not ordinary courage, but con-
spicuous bravery .and the value of the cross is in
the fact that it is not given indiscriminately and is
the most coveted award a soldier or sailor can win,
officers and men alike. The award of the Victoria
Cross attracted a pension of £10 per year to all non
commissioned holders . The Indian Army became
eligible for the Award in 1911.
 During the 85 years from it's institution in
1856 to the out break of the first World War fewer
than 550 people had received it . 603 were awarded
during the great conflict 1914-1918 with one per-
son. N G Chause, receiving it twice [ actually a Bar
to his previous ward] In the first year, reckoned
from August 4th 1914 -August 4th 1915. 82 Victo-
ria Crosses were awarded.  76 to the Army. 4 to the
Navy. 2 to the Royal Flying Corps.
 The first Victoria Cross of the First word
War was awarded to Lance corporal Charles Al-
fred Jarvis of the 57th Field Company . Royal
Engineers at Jennapes. August 23rd 1914 . who
worked under fire in full view of the enemy for 1
1/2 hours laying bridge demolition charges
 In the second year 1915-1916 . A total of
78 were awarded. 66 to the Army. 8 to the Navy. 4
to the Royal Flying Corps. Of the 66 Army Cross-
es won, 20 were won at Gallipoli of which 9 were
to the Anzacs and 1 to the Gurhkas . There were
also 4 awards for Mesopotamia and  Africa [east &
west]. Six of the Navy's awards were won on the
same day 25 April 1915 at Gallipoli with 5 at ‘V
Beach’
. The Third year of the War 145 V.C’S were
awarded. 100 to the British Army including 2 to
the Indian regiments ,10 to the Navy and 5 to the
Air corps. and 30 to the overseas  Dominion , 17
to the Australian forces , 8 to the Canadians ,  2 to
New Zealand, 3 to South Africa .

 In the fourth year of the War 168 V.C’s
were awarded including one bar . 100 to the Brit-
ish Army including 2 to the Indian regiments, 9 to
the Navy and 4 to the Air corps. and 32 to the
overseas  Dominion 11 to the Australian forces ,
18 to the Canadians ,  2 to New Zealand, 1 to
South Africa .
  The total number of Victoria Crosses
which were awarded during the great conflict
amounts to  603.
 The annual awards may not appear to add
up, this anomaly is due tot the fact that whilst
some awards were earned ' during one year they
were not awarded until the following year when
all the evidence had been weighed

Source Citations
 Compiled by Peter Masters from, The Great
War, (a weekly magazine bound into thirteen vol-
umes)   London Amalgamated Press 1919).

The Military Units

BRITISH ARMY UNITS
THE AIR FORCE

THE ROYAL NAVY
ANZACS
AFRICA

CANADIANS
INDIAN DIVISION
 SOUTH AFRICA
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s is fitting in services which have behind
them a long and terrible renown, there
are many honours open to the men of the
British Navy and Army; but among these
honours one stands out conspicuously as

the most coveted distinction which soldiers and sailors,
officers and men alike, can win. Needless to say, we refer
to the Victoria Cross.

The Victoria Cross has not the value which comes
with years the kind of value, for instance, which makes
the Order of the Garter so coveted a distinction for it
was only instituted in January, 1856,
during the progress of the Crimean
War. It is given, as the simple words
inscribed on it say, " For Valour,"
which must be shown by some sig-
nal act of heroism or devotion in the
presence of the enemy-It is intended
to reward, not ordinary courage, but
the merit of conspicuous bravery,
and the man who wins it has passed
the supreme and final test to which
heroes are subjected.

The value of the cross is increased
by the fact that it is not given at all
freely or indiscriminately. From
1856 to the outbreak of the Great

War, a period of fifty-eight years,
less than five hundred and fifty men
received it, and during that time our
soldiers were fighting in every quar-
ter of the world; for, more than any
other service, our Army is entitled
to claim the Latin line which asks
the rhetorical question on which
lands has our blood not been shed,

and which Mr. Fortescue has aptly chosen as the motto
for his " History of the British Army." There was first
the Crimean War, then the Indian Mutiny, with its deeds
of incredible heroism, and then fighting in China, Abys-
sinia, Canada, and Ashanti. In 1879 there were wars
against the Zulus and the Afghans, in 1881 against the
Boers, and in 1882 there was the first of our several
campaigns in Egypt. Add to these the endless struggles
on the Indian frontier, the advances into tropical Africa,
the expeditions into Burma, and finally the War of
1899-1902. A long list of fights, thousands of brave

deeds done, and yet less than five
hundred and fifty Victoria Crosses
awarded. No wonder that we think
a great deal of a V.C., for although
many have deserved it and have not
received it, yet it is certain that
those few who have won it have
given ample proofs of their valour,
and that no words can properly
describe their deeds of daring.
Rightly we recognise that the hon-
our bestowed upon them is among
the greatest given to mortal men,
for, as Bacon says in the words at
the head of this chapter, they sacri-
fice themselves to death or danger
for the good of their country. They
are in spirit kinsmen of the three
hundred Spartans who fell at Ther-
mopylae, and of the Swiss who died
at Morgarten.

The cross itself is a bronze Mal-
tese one, an inch and a half across.
In the centre is the Royal crest, the
lion and the crown, and below it a

The History of the Victoria Cross, Its Value V.C.'s Won During the Great War Naval V.C.'s Submarines at Work. Rhodes-Moor-house and
Warneford. Military V.C.'s Classified. Doctors as V.C's —V.C.'s Won at Mons. Acts of Gallantry in the Retreat. The Artillery at Nery. Heroes
on the Aisne. The Eleven V.C.'s of Ypres. The First Indian V.C. The Indians at Festubert. O'Leary's Feat. The Battle of Neuve Chapelle.

 The East Surreys on " Hill 60 " Canadian V.C.'s. Warner and Lynn Face the Poison Gas. V.C.'s Won at Fromelles. Mariner's Gallant Deed.
The Londoners at Givenchy. V.C.'s Won in Gallipoli. Our Attitude to our Heroes.

" There is an honour, likewise, which may be ranked among the greatest, which happened rarely; that is, of such that
sacrifice themselves to death or danger for the good of their country.". BACON.'}
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scroll on which are the words, " For Valour." It is
suspended from a bronze bar, off the back of which is
engraved the name, ran, and corps of the recipient. The
ribbon is red for the Army and blue for the Navy.
Money can add nothing to an honour of this kind, but
every non-commissioned holder of the cross is entitled
to a pension of £10 a year.

As we have already said, the cross, unlike some other
distinctions the "Distinguished Service Order, for in-
stance  can be won by soldiers and sailors, officers and
privates alike. The official words are that it is open to
every grade and rank of  all branches of his Majesty's
forces. British and Colonial." Until 1911, Indian soldiers

were not eligible for it, as they had
their own Order of Merit; but since
then they have been on an equality
with their brothers-in-arms in this
respect.

During the first year of the Great
War, the period between August 4th,
1914, and August 4th, 191.1, the Vic-
toria Cross was given to eighty-two
officers and men. It is not easy to say
how many men were fighting at one
time or other during the twelve
months, but as our casualties for the
year were something like 400,000,

it cannot have been much less than 1,500,000. If so, it
was gained by about one man in every 18,000 or 20,000.
Really a few more crosses were won during the year, but
as they were not announced until after August 4th, 1915,
they do not come within the scope of this chapter.
Moreover, they do not affect the broad conclusion that
extraordinary gallantry and devotion are necessary to
win the honour, and that it is bestowed most sparingly.

It may be well, first of all to examine the list of the
eighty-two recipients of the cross in some detail. In that
first place we should say that seventy-six went to the
Army, tour to the Navy, and two to the Royal Flying
Corps, although many of us are inclined to agree with

the private remark that every one of our airmen
deserved one. However, this may also be said
about a great number of soldiers and sailors, and
we may be quite sure that the eighty-two names
under consideration are by no means the only one
who earned the Victoria Cross for valour " in the
presence of the enemy " during the first year of the
Great War.

The Navy is the senior Service, so we will first of
all start with the four naval officers who won the
V.C. The first was Commander H. P. Ritchie of
H.M.S. Goliath, who was a member of the naval
force which was operating off the coast of German
East Africa in the autumn of 1914. In August
Dar-es- Salaam, the German capital, had been
bombarded, and later it was again visited by British
warships. In November a landing-party was sent
ashore for the purpose of searching the place and
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Lance-Corporal W Angus
8th Highland Light Infantry

Pte. Abraham Acton
2nd Border Regt

Pte. Edward Barber
1st Grenadier uards

Co-Sgt-Maj F Barter
Royal Welsh fusiliers

Lce-Sgt W. Belcher
L.R.B

Drummer S.J Bent
1st East Lancashire Regt

Liet .Com E.C. Boyle
R.N

Liet. W L Brodie
2nd  Highland Light  Infantry

Pte W. Buckingham
2nd Leicesters

Sergt-Major H.Daniels
2nd Rifle Brigade

Darwan Sing Negi
Niak, 1st 39thGarwhal Rifles

Jemedar Mir Dast
I.O.M 57th Wildes Rifles
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demolishing certain buildings, a dangerous operation, in
view of the fact that Germans were lurking about.
Commander Ritchie led this party, and while superin-
tending the work of his men he was severely wounded,
not once but several times. However, he kept to his
duties, “inspiring all by his example," until in about
twenty minutes he received his eighth wound and be-
came unconscious.  On April l0th. 1915, he was awarded
the V.C.

The other three naval V.C.'s were all won by the
commanders of submarines in the Dardanelles and the
Sea of Marmora. On December l3th 1914 before the
land attack on the Turkish positions was undertaken.
Lieutenant N. I. Holbrook, in command of the B11,
entered the Dardanelles, and notwithstanding the very
difficult current, dived his vessel under five rows of

mines and torpedoed the Turkish battleship Messudi-
yeh. More difficult still, he brought back his boat in
safety, although he was attacked by gun fire and torpe-
do-boats, which compelled him on one occasion to
remain submerged for nine hours, To such a man noth-
ing is impossible. Holbrook’s feat was a pioneer one,
and it found emulators after our array had landed in
Gallipoli. On April 27th, Lieutenant-Commander E. C
Boyle, in charge of the E14, took his submarine beneath
the Turkish minefields in the Dardanelles and entered
the Sea of Marmora. There, or in the Strait, he sank two
Turkish gunboats and one large military transport, in
spite of the difficulties arising from strung currents and
of the continual neighbourhood of hostile patrols, and
of the hourly danger of attack from the enemy."

The third of these naval hero's was Lieutenant-Com-
mander Martin E. Nasmith, who, a little later, took a
submarine into the Sea of Marmora Like Boyle's, his bag
was a big one, for he destroyed one large Turkish gun-
boat, two transports, one ammunition ship, and three
store-ships, in addition to driving one store ship ashore.
He did this in the face of great danger, and, moreover,
after he had safely passed the most difficult part of his
homeward journey, he returned again to torpedo a
transport

The valour of these three sailors and the men under
their command undoubtedly struck terror into the hearts
of the people of Constantinople. And helped Sir Ian
Hamilton's army by hindering supplies and reinforce-
ments from reaching the Turks; and incidentally they
showed what our seamen could and would do if the
Germans were ever hazardous enough to attempt the
invasion of this country. Only give our sailors a chance,
and they would win as many V.C.'s as our soldiers have
done.

A mournful interest belongs to the two airmen who
won the Victoria Cross during the year, for both
Rhodes-Moorhouse! and Warneford are dead. Both
were heroes of no ordinary kind, and both names are
worthy to be placed beside those of the great Britons of
the past Sidney and Drake, Havelock and Outram,
Gordon and Roberts.

On April 26th, 1915, Second-Lieut. W. B. Rhodes-
Moorhouse flew to Courtrai and dropped bombs on the

Lance-Corporal F.W.Dobson
2nd Coldstream Guards

Lieut  M.J.Dease
4th Royal Fusiliers

Driver J.H.C Drain
17 Batt R.F.A

Lance-Corporal E Dwyer
1st East Surrey

Lieut. F.A. DePass
34th Poonah Horse
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railway line there. In this then: was nothing very excep-
tional, for other airmen had done the same; but on the
return journey he was mortally wounded, In spite of his
wounds he flew to his destination, thirty-five miles
away, made a perfect landing, drew up and handed in his
report, and then on the next day died in hospital "
Eye-Witness," in describing his deed, implied clearly
that if he had thought more of himself and less of saving
his machine and finishing his work, he might have
descended earlier and saved his life. On May 22nd the
Victoria Cross was bestowed upon him— or rather
upon his memory,

The second airman was Flight-Sub.-Iieut.
R.A.J.Warneford, who, on June 7th, 1915. Performed
the unparalleled feat of destroying single-handed one of
Germany's raiding Zeppelins. It appears that Warneford
was flying along when in mid-air he sighted the monster,
somewhere on the coast of Flanders, possibly returning
from its heroic task of throwing bombs upon unprotect-
ed women and children He pursued it to Ghent, and
having risen above it he dropped his bombs, and, more-
over, dropped them accurately. A violent explosion
followed and the Zeppelin was quickly blaming from
end to end, The concussion was so great that Warn-
eford's aeroplane was overturned and the engine
stopped, but he managed to right it and dropped down
to earth to lake stock of the position. Although he was
in the enemy's country, he flew away unobserved for
about a quarter of an hour and reached his base safely.
This was a wonderful feat; the most wonderful deed of
bravery and skill accomplished in first year of me war.
The nerve required to drop bombs accurately at a height
of 6.000 feet and to recover from the shock of the
explosion is as wonderful as the courage which inspired
one man in a tiny monoplane to attack a gigantic airship,
and the skill which enabled him to avoid its fire, and
finally to send it, one huge cinder, hurtling to the
ground, By telegram the King congratulated Warneford
and bestowed upon him the V.C. , while General Joffre
recommended him For the Cross of the Legion of
Honour. On June 11th the former distinction was an-
nounced in the " London Gazette." but six days later
Warneford the only living airman wearing the V.C. was
killed while on a practice flight to Paris, His body was
brought to England and thousands who a few weeks

before had never heard his name, paid their respects to
it on its journey to the tomb.

A Special place even among brave men belongs the
five who gained the Victoria Cross under the new
conditions of modern warfare in the air and in the sea.
In a strange and unknown element amid a loneliness
quite as terrible; as that of which Coleridge speaks in

 " The Ancient Mariner "of vessels filled with all the
new and awful mechanism of death, they went gaily
forward; with the simple object of doing their duty to
their country. They discharged their tasks, and more
than that, they proved that Britons were equal; to the
demands of the new Warfare demands which tax brain
and body, nerve and muscle, as they- were never taxed
before.

We must now turn to the deeds of the soldiers who
won the Victoria Cross, and these 76 are, after all.

Lance-Corporal D. Finlay
2nd Black Watch

Lance-Corporal W. Fuller
2nd Welsh Regiment

Lance-Corporal W.D. Fuller
1st Grenadier Guards

Pte. S F Godley
4th Royal Fusiliers

Capt F.O. Grenfell
9th Lancers
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The staple of our story. The six naval and flying men
were all officers, but among the military ones, non-

commissioned officers and men were in the ma-
jority, and almost ever rank was. represented, of
the seventy-six soldiers, twenty-six were officers
and fifty non-commissioned officers and men.
Among the officers the list is headed by a lieuten-
ant colonel the heroic. Doughty--Wylie. Two Ma-
jors, Alexander, of the Artillery, and Yate, of the
Yorkshire Light Infantry are on this roll of hon-
our, and so are nine captains. Ten lieutenants, three
second lieutenant's, and one Jemadar complete the
twenty-six. In addition to the Jemadar, two of the
lieutenants belonged to the Indian Army.

Among the fifty non-commissioned officers and
men, three were sergeant majors, two sergeants, six
corporals eleven lance-corporals, one colour-sergeant,
and seventeen privates The remaining ten consisted of
a lance sergeant bombardier, a. bandsman, two drivers
in the Artillery, two drummers Kenny and Bent and
three Indian soldiers a Naik, a Rifleman, and a Sepoy

The seventy-six may be divided in several ways, but
perhaps the most interesting is to apportion them

among the various corps and regiments. As one would
expect, the largest number belonged to the infantry of
the Line. the officers and men upon whom the brunt
of the fighting falls. Thirty-eight out of the seventy-
six, or exactly one-half, were in this class, and with the
five Guardsmen, they made a total of forty-three for
the Regular infantry. Of the remainder, eight belonged
to the Artillery, five to the Engineers, and two, Gren-
fell, of the 9th Lancers, and Garforth, of the 15th
Hussar's, to the cavalry. Eighteen remain to be ac-
counted for and of these, six belong to the Indian
Army, Three to the Canadians, and one to the Austral-
ian contingent. The three Canadians were Scrimger,
Hall, and Fisher and the Australian was Jacka,

The remaining eight were two members of Sir Ian
Hamiltons Staff—Doughty-Wylie and Walford—two
members of the medical corps, and last, but by no
means the least noteworthy, four members of the
Territorial Force. Of these three—Woolley, Belcher,
and Keyworth—belonged to the London Regiment, a

fine record for a young unit.
Of the infantry, the Highland Light Infantry holds the

proud record of having won three Victoria Crosses
during the first year of the Great War, the three recipi-
ents being Lieut Brodie and Private George Wilson. of
the 2nd Battalion, and Lance Corporal W. Angus, of the
8th, a Territorial one.

CONGRATULATING THE FIRST V.C OF THE WAR

Lance corporal Charles Alfred Jarvis, 57 Field company, Royal Engineers won his V.C at
Jennapes on August 23 rd 1914 in working for one and a half hours under heavy fire in full view
of the enemy, and in successfully firing charges for the demolition of a bridge.
He had a great reception on the occasion of his homecoming at Chelmsford in July 1915
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Several famous regiments can claim two Victoria
Crosses during the period Among these are the Gordon
Highlanders—Lieut Brooke and Drummer Kenny,
both of the 2nd Battalion and the Black Watch—Ripley,
of the 1st Battalion, and Finlay, of the 2nd . The Royal
Fusiliers— Lieut, Dease and Private Godley, of the 4th
Battalion and the East Surreys—Lieut Roupell and
Lance Corporal Dwyer, of the 1st Battalion—belonging
to the metropolitan area, and the King's Royal Rifle
Corps — Dimmer and Mariner, both of the and Battal-
ion— and the Rifle Brigade—Daniels
and Noble, both of the and Battal-
ion— belonging to the South of Eng-
land, show that the Scottish regiments
have no monopoly of these honours.
Other parts of the country are repre-
sented in the list by the Manchesters—
Leach and Hogan, of the 2nd Battal-
ion— the Sherwood Foresters—Rivers
and Upton, of the 1st Battalion—the
Yorkshire Light Infantry —Yate and
Holmes, of the 2nd Battalion—and the
Border Regiment —Acton and Smith,
of the 2nd Battalion

Sixteen other regiments had each
one of our V.C.'s in their ranks. These
included the Welsh Regiment, the Roy-
al Welsh Fusiliers, the Royal Irish Fusi-
liers, the Cameron Highlanders, the
Cameronions and the Royal Scots. The
remaining ten are English. Lancashire
Fusiliers and East Lancashires, Leices-
ters and Lincolns, Hampshire’s and
Bedfords, Liverpools and South Staf-
fordshire's, Yorkshires and Duke of
Cornwall's Light Infantry. Of the five Guardsmen
who won the cross two— Barber and Fuller—
belonged to the Grenadiers, and one each to the
Coldstreams (Dobson), the Scots (Mackenzie), and
the Irish Guards (O'Leary)

Of the eight artillerymen who won the cross
three—Alexander, Bradbury, and Reynolds—were
commissioned officers, and five were not   The
famous L Battery of the Royal Horse Artillery had
three of these heroes in its ranks—Captain Brad-
bury, Nelson, and Dorell and the remaining five
belonged to the Royal Field Artillery-Captain Rey-
nolds, Luke, and Drain to the 37th Battery, Major
Alexander to the 119th, and Bombardier Harlock to
the 113th.  The five Engineers were all officers, save
one, Lance-corporal Jarvis. The four officers were
Captains Theodore Wright and W. H. Johnston,
and Lieutenants Philip Neave and C. G. Martin,
D.S.O.

Among the heroes of the field of battle our
doctors occupy no mean place, and during the year
two members of the Royal Army Medical Corps,
commonly known by its initials as the R.A.M.C.,

won the V.C. these being Captain H. S. Ranken and
Lieut- A. M. Leake The latter deserves a very special
mention, for he won the Victoria Cross on two occa-
sions. During the Boer War, on February 8th, 1902,
Lieut. Leake was shot while assisting a wounded officer,
an action which was rewarded by the V.C, so when he
won it again in 1914 he was granted a clasp to it- This
honour was unique, at least during the first year of the
Great War. In addition to these two, one of the three
Canadian VC.'s—Captain F. A. C. Scrimger—was. a

medical man, so this Service should rightly
count three of the seventy-six Victoria
Crosses, won by soldiers, seventy-two were
gained in Flanders and the remaining four
in Gallipoli.

The British forces were engaged all day
on Sunday and after dark with the enemy in
the neighbourhood of Mons," This short
but deeply interesting message, issued on
the afternoon of Monday, August 24th,
1914, showed that the British Army, after
an absence of a hundred years, was again
fighting over the scenes of many of its
former glories, and it was not long before
officers and men began to show their tradi-
tional valour. On the very first day of actual
fighting four Victoria Crosses were won.
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On that August Sunday afternoon the Germans
were advancing in great force against the canal, which
runs from Mons to Conde and along which our
troops were stationed. To prevent them from cross-
ing, our engineers were ordered to blow up the bridg-
es and while preparing one of these for
destruction.Captain Theodore Wright was wounded
in the head. However he stuck to his task and after the
first fuse had failed to act, he prepared another whish
was instrumental in bringing down the bridge. Hard
by, at Jemappes Lance- Corporal C.A Jarvis was
working at a on a similar task for an hour and a half,
in full view of the enemy and under heavy fire he
continued to prepare charges, and at last he was
rewarded by seeing the bridge shattered.  On Novem-
ber 17th the Victoria Cross was awarded to these two
engineers but by that time Wright was dead, killed
while adding to his laurels. At Vailly on September
14th. He assisted a brigade of cavalry to cross the
Aisne by a pontoon bridge, and was then mortally

wounded while helping some
wounded men into shelter.

To return to the fighting at Mons,
About St. Ghislain, somewhat to the
west of Mons, the 4th Battalion of
the Royal Fusiliers was posted, its
duty, or part of it, being to hold the
approaches to one of the bridges
which cross the canal. At that spot
some machine-guns in charge of
Lieut M. J. Dease, who. Although
badly wounded two or three times,
continued to direct their fire, He did
this until all his men had been shot,
and later he himself died from his,
injuries. Private S. F Godley, who
stuck to his work for two hours
after had been wounded, assisted
Dease. And in November the V C.
was awarded to the two.

On this same day a fifth cross was
partly won. At Harmignies, Corpo-
ral C E Garforth, of the 15th Hus-
sars. Volunteered to cut some wire
under fire and in this way he ena-
bled his squadron to escape. His
deed was noted, and so was the fact
that a little later, at Dammartin, he
carried a wounded man out of ac-
tion. Finally, on September 3rd,
Garforth saved the life of a sergeant,
whose horse had been shot, by his
coolness in opening fire on the ene-
my and so giving his comrade a
chance to escape- For these gallant
act's the King gave him the Victoria
Cross on November 17th, the day

on which the first, awards for valour during the Great War
were made.

 On Monday the 24th the British Army was retreating
from Mons, and high courage was more than ever neces-
sary. Near Andregnies the 9th Lancers were ordered to
charge the advancing German infantry, in order to assist
the 5th Division, which was hard pressed by thee enemy.
The lancers rode on only to find themselves held Up by
barbed-Wire and a target for the German guns, they lost
heavily and the remnant of the regiment found shelter
under a railway embankment, Captain F. 0 Grenfell being
the senior officer left, and he somewhat severely wounded.
In the same refuge were some gunners; belonging to the
119th Field Battery, which had been put out of the action
and abandoned. Grenfell determined to save the guns, and
called upon the Lancers and the gunners to assist him after
having at the greatest risk discovered for them a way to
safety, he and his men rushed out. Under heavy fire they
pushed the guns into safety, for the horses had all been
shot, and for this act of daring Grenfell received the V.C.
Some months later on May 24th, 1915 he was killed, while
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his Lancers were doing duty as dismounted men in the
trenches,

This same 119th Field Battery, which was command-
ed by Major E, W, Alexander, had already distinguished
itself on the 24th. It was stationed near ' Elonges, and
although attacked by an enormous force of Germans,
the guns were saved, being pulled out of danger by hand
by the major and three of his men. The work of this
battery greatly assisted the retirement of the 5th Divi-
sion, enabling it to be earned out without serious loss.
Major Alexander, who had handled his battery against
overwhelming odds with conspicuous success, some-
what later rescued a wounded man under heavy fire. He
was given the V.C. on February 8th, but before that date
he had been made a lieutenant colonel.

The 25th passed away, and then came the 26th, which
Sir John French described as " the most critical day of
all," the day of Le Cateau and Landrecies. At 3.30 in the
afternoon, to avoid complete annihilation, the Second
Army Corps, under Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien, com-
menced to retreat, after having fought a fierce rearguard
action at Le Cateau in order to enable the First Corps to
get safely away. This movement was covered by the
artillery, which held up the German advance as long as
possible On one occasion the enemy got to within a
hundred yards of two guns of the 37th Field Battery, but
at enormous risk Captain Douglas Reynolds, aided by
two volunteers, Drivers J. H. C Drain and F Luke
rushed up with two teams of horses and. although under

heavy fire, managed to drag one gun away. In November
the three were awarded the V C It should be added that
on September 9th, at Pisseloup, Captain Reynolds per-
formed another act of gallantry. There our men were
advancing, although a hostile battery was keeping some
of them back. Reynolds discovered its position by creep-
ing up near to it. and then turned his guns on the battery
and silenced it. Six days later this officer was severely
wounded

Of the two Divisions, the 3rd and the 5th, which
composed Smith-Dorian's corps, the 5th was the last to
leave its position, and among its units was the 2nd
Battalion of the Yorkshire Light Infantry Two compa-
nies of this battalion remained in the hastily dug trench-
es at Le Cateau on the 26th. when practically everyone
else had got away and at length all the officers, save one,
had been killed or wounded all the ammunition expend-
ed, and only nineteen men were left. The single un-
wounded officer was Major C. A Yate, and forming up
the nineteen survivors he led them against the enemy. It
was a supreme act of gallantry, but perfectly hopeless.
Yate was severely wounded and was taken prisoner by
the Germans, Happily, it was stated later that he had not
died of his wounds, as was at first reported.  During this
battle Lance-Corporal F. W Holmes, of the same regi-
ment, carried a wounded man out of the trenches under
heavy fire, and later assisted to drive a gun out of action
by taking the place of a wounded driver. Like Major
Yate, he received the V.C. on November 25th.
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R.N
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After the 26th the first fury of the German attack had
spent itself, but there was a good deal of hard fighting
before the French and the British turned upon their
pursuers and drove them back from the gates of Paris.
On September 1st, for instance, when the L Battery of
the Royal Horse Artillery was resting at Nery, it was
surprised by a big hostile force, and before the guns
could be brought into action three of them had been
destroyed. However the other three opened fire upon
the superior batteries of the enemy, but soon two of
them had been silenced, and only forty men of the two
hundred attached to the battery remained under Captain
E. K Bradbury, the gunners continued to serve the one
sound gun. and when he had been wounded, Sergeant
Major G T Dorrell and Sergeant D Kelson kept up the
fire until all the ammunition was gone although only six
hundred yards away the Germans were pouring in a
concentrated fire from guns and machine-guns In the
nick of time a body of British cavalry and infantry
arrived on the scene, and the battery, or what remained
of it, was saved. Captain Bradbury, who died of his
wounds, was given the V.C on November 25th, for his

" gallantry and ability in organising the defence of L
Battery against heavy odds," and the two non-commis-
sioned officers received the same honour on the 17th,
and were also promoted to commissioned rank, Like
Captain Bradbury. Sergeant Nelson was severely
wounded, but happily he recovered, although he had
stuck to the guns after having been ordered to retire into
safety.

On September 13th the Allies, having won the Battle
of the Marne, began the crossing of the Ainse in pursuit
of the retiring Germans. At Missy two British brigades,
the nth and the 15th, by one man had got across the
river, though their position was very precarious, and but
for the exertions of one man they would have been
compelled to retire. This man was Captain W H. John-
ston, R E, who worked with his own hands two rafts
across the river, taking back thereon the wounded, and
returning with ammunition for the harassed brigades He

did this throughout the whole day, and was deservedly
awarded the Victoria Cross on November 25th- Some
time later Captain Johnston was killed.

This Battle of the Aisne extended over a wide front,
and on the 14th three more Victoria Crosses were won
On the night of the British line, forming part of the 1st
Division, was the 2nd Battalion of the Welsh Regiment,
and one of its captains, Mark Haggard, took a promi-
nent part in leading the men forward. At length the fell
mortally wounded, and seeing this Private William Full-
er rushed forward for about a hundred yards, and under
a heavy fire carried Haggard into safety. Fuller, by then
a lance corporal, received the V C. on November 23rd.

Not far from the Welsh Regiment, in the same 1st
Division, were the Cameron Highlanders, and Private
Ross Tollerton performed a similar service for an officer
of this battalion. The bravery and devotion of this
soldier were, as the official announcement said, " most
conspicuous " While carrying the wounded officer into
safety, Tollerton himself was wounded in the head and
hand, but nevertheless he returned to the firing line and
remained with the battalion until it retired. But this was

not all. He then returned to where the
wounded officer was lying, and stayed be-
side him for three days until the two were
rescued The name of Ross Tollerton is not
perhaps so well known to the general public
as are the names of several other winners of
the V.C., but there is hardly one who earned
the honour more daringly or more fully.
Some months later, on April 19th. Tollerton
received the V.C.

At Verneuil, a little to the left of the Welsh
Regiment (the line was held by the 2nd
Battalion of the Highland Light Infantry,
and in its ranks was a certain Private George
Wilson With a comrade Wilson crept to
forward to silence a hostile machine-gun,
and after the comrade had been killed he
went on alone. He reached the gun; shot the
officer and the six men who were working

it, and then captured it. He received the V C on Decem-
ber 5th.

On the 15th this engagement on the Aisne continued,
and near Vendresse the 113th Field Batten, was shelling
the Germans, and was being heavily shelled in return.
One of its bombardiers, E. H  Harlock, being injured
went away and had his wound dressed, and then re-
turned to lay his gun. A second time the same thing
happened, and a second time the bombardier went back
from the dressing station to work. He was made a
sergeant, and received the V.C on November 25th

The Battle of the Aisne went on for four weeks, and
after the first encounters the combatants betook them-
selves to trenches. At Hautvesnes, on September l0th.
Captain H S. Ranken. of the RA.M C.. Showed conspic-
uous courage in attending to the wounded when under
rifle and shrapnel fire, and on the following day his leg
and thigh were shattered while at work. Even after this
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severe injury he kept to his task, but the strain was too
much for him, and another V C. hero died of his
wounds without knowing of the honour conferred upon
him by the King on November 17th.

The last V.C earned during the Battle of the Aisne fell
to Lance-Corporal F. W. Dobson. of the 2nd Battalion
Coldstream Guards. At Chavanne, on September 28th,
Dobson distinguished himself by his "conspicuous gal-
lantry" in bringing into cover on two occasions, under
heavy fire, wounded men who were lying exposed in the
open. He received the V.C. on December 9th.

At length the Battle of the Aisne came to an end and
the British army took up its position on the Yser, where
it remained throughout the winter. On October 32nd
the first Battle of Ypres was raging, and the Germans
were making their great effort to hack their way through
to Calais. Near La Boutillerie there was sharp fighting,
and the Cameronians also called the Scottish Rifles,
were suffering severely. Private Henry May volunteered
to go forward and save a wounded man; he made an
attempt, but the heavy fire killed the injured soldier
before his rescuer could reach him. Later in the day May
carried a wounded officer into safety, traversing with his
burden three hundred yards under very severe fire. On
April 19th the V.C- was conferred upon him.

 The next day, October 23rd, William Kenny, a drum-
mer in the 2nd Battalion of the Gordon Highlanders,
won his V C He was not a fighting man, so he was
employed to carry urgent messages, and on numerous
occasions he took these under very dangerous circum-
stances over fire-swept ground." But this was not
enough for the heroic drummer. Twice he saved the
battalion's machine guns by carrying them out of action,
and no less than five times, under heavy fire in the
most.” Fearless manner,” did he rescue wounded men.
When super VC.’s are awarded to supermen, drummer
Kenny should figure in the list,

During this same battle of Ypres, the Germans, on
October 29th. Made a specially severe attack on Sir
Douglas Haig’s corps at Gheluvelt, and this was mo-
mentarily successful, some of our trenches being lost.
However, Lieut J.A O. Brooke, an officer of the 2nd
Gordons, kept cool and fearless, and under heavy fire,
both from riles and machine-guns, led two attacks on
the German position. Regaining one of the lost trenches
at a very critical moment. The gallant officer was killed,
but a fine memorial to him remains in the announce-
ment, which conferred upon him the Victoria Cress.
“By his marked coolness and promptitude on this occa-
sion,’ it says, Lieut. Brooke prevented the enemy from
breaking through our line, at a time when a general
counter-attack could not have been organised.” The two
Gordons, lieutenant and drummer, one alive and the
other dead, were among those who received the V.C. on
February I8th.

 Away on the British right there was, on this same
October day heavy fighting around Festubert where the
second Corp was stationed.  Here, as a Ypres, a strong
German attack was successful in capturing some trench-

es held by the 5th division, and two attempts made by
our men to recover them failed. Thereupon an officer,
Second-Lieut. James Leach, and a sergeant. John Hogan,
of the 2nd battalion of the Manchester regiment, volun-
tarily decided in the afternoon to make an effort to
recover their lost trench. Working steadily from traverse
to traverse, at length they reached it, and once there they
killed eight of its German defenders, wounded two, and
took sixteen prisoners.  Thus the trench again became
British property, and on December 22nd  Leach and
Hogan received, the V.C.

Towards the end of October the Indian Army Corps
took its place in the line of battle, and on the 3lst the
V.C. was won by one its members a sepoy called Kkuda-
dad, of the 12,th Duke of Conaught’s Own Baluchis.
The Baluchis were at Hollebeke, and the sepoy was one
of the men who were working the battalion’s two ma-
chine-guns. one of these was put of action by a shell, and
the British officer in charge of the detachment was
wounded, but Khudadad, although wounded himself,
worked away at his gun until the five men with him had
all been killed. The fist award of the V.C to an Indian
soldier for valour during the great war was granted to
Khudadad on December 7th.

 Near Hollebeke is Le Gheir, where the east
Lancashire’s were making a desperate stand against the
innumerable hordes of Germans who came day after
day to the attack, and there drummer Kenny found a
rival. On the night of November 1st, perhaps the most
critical time in this critical battle, a certain detachment of
the East Lancashire’s lost all its officers. Realising the
situation, Drummer Spencer John Bent took command
and, as we were told, “with great presence of mind and
coolness succeeded in holding the position” but, like
Kenny, Bent was not satisfied with one act of heroism.
Previously, on October 22nd and 24th, he had distin-
guished himself by bringing up ammunition under a
heavy shell and rile fire, and later, on November 3rd, he
carried into cover, wounded men who were lying ex-
posed in the open. Drums may not be necessary in a
modern army, but no army can have to many drummers
like Bent and Kenny. Bent’s V.C. was dated December
,9th 1914.

 It was at the same time and in the same neighbour-
hood that Lieutenant A. M. Leake, of the A.M.C., won
the V.C. for the second tine. Here we may be allowed to
quote the official words. He won it for “most conspicu-
ous bravery and devotion to duty throughout the cam-
paign” especially during the period October 29th to
November 8th, 1914 near Zonnebeke, in rescuing, while
exposed to constant fire, a large number of the wounded
who were lying close to the enemy’s trenches.” As the
cross could not be given twice to the same man, Lieu-
tenant Leake was granted a clasp to it on February 18th,
19I5.

 We have net yet done with the Battle of Ypres On
November 7th it was still raging, and on that day, at
Zillebeke, the 1st Battalion of the South Staffordshires
did splendid service in capturing a German trench. The
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attack, or at least one attack, was led by Captain J. F.
Vallentin, who was shot down, and on rising to continue
on his forward way was immediately killed. But his
gallantry was not thrown away, because “the capture of
the enemy’s trenches, which followed, was in a great
measure due to the confidence which the men had in
their captain, arising from his many previous acts of
great bravery and ability.” On February 18th Vallentin’s
memory was honoured by the grant of the V.C.

 On November 11th the German Emperor made a
supreme effort to break the Irish line. The Prussian
Guard, the corps d’élite of his Army, was ordered up
and sent forward to perform a feat which its comrades
had failed to do. In one or two places it succeeded, but
as a whole, the attack was a failure, and this was due,
among others, to Lieutenant W.L. Brodie, of the 2nd
Battalion of the Highland Light Infantry. Heading a
charge, Brodie and his men bayoneted several of the
enemy who had occu-
pied a portion of our
trench and recovered
some lost ground. A dan-
gerous situation was re-
lieved, and, as a result of
Brodie’s promptitude,
eighty of the enemy were
killed and & fifty-one
taken prisoner The two
V. C in this fine battalion
Brodie and George Wil-
son were fitting com-
rades,

 In the neighbourhood
of Ypres the Germans
continued their assault,
although not perhaps
with the fury of the one
on the 11th.  On the 12th
they attacked our posi-
tion at Klein Zillebeke,
where Lieutenant J. H. S.
Dimmer, of the 2nd Bat-
talion King’s Royal Rifle Corps, was working a machine-
gun. Although he was hit no less than five times Dim-
mer stuck to his post until his gun was destroyed. Very
quickly, on November 19th, he was awarded the V.C.,
the Last of the eleven earned during the great Batt1e of
Ypres. A finer eleven never fought or played upon any
field.

During the trench warfare, which followed the first
Battle of Ypres, a bandsman, T. F Rendle, of the first
Battalion of the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry, won
the V.C . Serving, as bandsmen usually do on the field
of battle, as a stretcher-bearer, Rendle, on November
20th, showed conspicuous bravery near Wulverghem in
attending to the wounded under very heavy shell and
rifle fire, in addition, he rescued some men from trench-
es in which they had been buried by the fire from the
German heavy howitzers having blown the parapet

upon them. Rendle was awarded the Cross on, January
11th.

On November 23rd the Germans made a determined
attack upon some trenches near Festubert held by the
Indian corps. A counterattack was organised during the
night of the 23rd and in this the Garhwal Riflemen, from
the northern hills, took a leading part. They cleared the
enemy from some of our trenches, and in this work a
Naik, Darwan Sing Negi, was prominent. Although
wounded in two places in the head, and also in the arm,
he was one of the first to push round each successive
traverse, and he did this in the face of severe fire from
bombs and rifles at the closest range.  On December
7th, the same day as the sepoy Khudadad, he was award-
ed the VC.

 On the 24th the. Indians and the Germans continued
their struggle for the trenches, and Lieutenant F. A. de
Pass, of the 34th (Prince Albert Victor’s Own) Poona

Horse, entered a German sap and, in spite of the
enemy’s bombs. Managed to destroy a traverse. He then
rescued, under heavy fire, a wounded man who was
lying exposed in the open and still latter on the same day
he made a second attempt to take the sap, which had
been recaptured by the Germans. While engaged in this
deed he was killed, and his name appeared in the
“London Gazette” of February 18th among the recipi-
ents of the Victoria Cross.

 On December 14th the 2nd Battalion of the Royal
Scots assisted some French troops in attacking a Ger-
man position, and was successful in getting on to the
edge of a hill called Petit Bois. Here Private Henry H.
Robson of the regiment showed “most conspicuous
bravery” in leaving his trench under a very heavy fire and
rescuing a wounded non-commissioned officer. Subse-
quently be tried to save another wounded man, perse-
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D.S.O
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vering in his attempts until two wounds had rendered
him helpless

 Five days later, on December 19th. there was more
fierce fighting in the neighbourhood of Neuve Chapelle
and Festubert. Near the former place Lieutenant Philip
Neame, of the Royal Engineers, was helping to rescue
the wounded men. He managed to keep back the enemy,
who were firing their rifles and throwing bombs, until
be had carried into safety all the wounded men who
could be moved.

 Not far away, at Rouges Banes, Private J. Mackenzie,
of the 2nd Battalion of the Scots Guards, was doing
similar work. On one occasion a party of stretcher-
bearers attempted in vain to reach a wounded man.
Seeing this, Mackenzie went forward wider a heavy fire
and carried him back from the very front of the German
trench. A second time on that same day be attempted to
perform a like act of gallantry, but on this occasion he
was unfortunately killed. The names of Robson, Neame.
And Mackenzie were among those upon whom the V.C.
was bestowed on February 18th.

 At Rouges Bancs, two days later (December 21st).
there were other gallant rescues, and the V.C. was won
by two privates -Abraham Acton and James Smithof the
2nd Battalion of the Border Regiment. First of all, the
two went voluntarily from their trench and rescued a
wounded man who had been lying exposed near the
German trenches for three whole days, and later they
went out a second time and brought another wounded
man into safety. The pair were under fire for an hour,
but both returned safely. Their honour was dated Feb-
ruary 18th, 1915.

The first V.C. won during 1915 was gained by Lance-
Corporal Michael O’Leary, of the Irish Guards, for one
of the most remarkable feats performed during the
whole war. It was at Cuinchy, on February 1st, when
O’Leary was one of a party moving forward to storm the
German barricades. When near the enemy he rushed to
the front and himself killed five Germans who were
holding the first barricade, and then went forward to the
second one, which was about sixty yards distant. There
he killed three of the enemy and took two others prison-
ers. This is what the official announcement said on
February 18th: “Lance Corporal OLeary thus practically
captured the enemy’s position by him-self, and prevent-
ed the rest of the attacking party from being fired upon.”
A volume could add nothing to this simple statement of
fact. In September O’Leary was given a commission in
the Northumberland Fusiliers.

 One of the big battles of the Great War was fought at
Neuve Chapelle on March 10th, 11th, and 12th, 1915,
and there nine Victoria Crosses were gained. The first
was won by an Indian, Rifleman Gobar Sing Negi, like
his namesake, a soldier in the ranks of the 39th Garhwal
Rifles. During the attack on the German position, which
opened the battle on the 10th, Negi was one of a party,
which, armed with bayonets, and bombs, entered the
enemy’s main trench. He was the first man to go round
each traverse, and was instrumental in driving back the

Germans, until they were forced to surrender. During
the battle be was unfortunately killed, but on April 28th

he received a posthumous V C.
 So much for the 10th, but the fighting on the 12th was

fiercer still, and nowhere more so than around Pietre
Mill, where were the 1st Battalion of the Grenadier
Guards. There Lance-Corporal W. D. Fuller and Private
Edward Barber of that regiment showed “most conspic-
uous bravery.” In one place Fuller, seeing a party of the
enemy trying to escape along a communication trench,
ran towards them and, although quite alone, killed the
leading man by throwing a bomb. After this the remain-
der, some fifty in number, finding it impossible to
escape, surrendered to him, Barber performed a similar
feat in another part of the field. He ran quickly in front
of the company to which he belonged and threw his
bombs upon the enemy so successfully that ‘ a very great
number” of them lost no time in surrendering to him.
When the rest of the party came up to Barber they found
him quite alone and unsupported with the Germans
surrendering all around him. If a novelist had depicted
these two scenes we should have admired his imagina-
tion, but not his knowledge of life. However, truth is still
stranger than fiction. Barber and Fuller were honoured
together onApril 19th.

 The throwing of bombs was a feature of this battle at
Neuve Chapelle, and Private Jacob Rivers, of the 1st
Battalion the Sherwood Foresters, was one who used
them to some purpose on March 12th. On the flank of
an advanced company of his battalion, a large number
of the enemy were massed seeing this, Rivers, on his
own initiative crept to within a few yards of them and
hurled bombs on them. This action compelled them to
retire, and consequently relieved the situation. A second
time on the same day Rivers went out to perform the
feat, and a Second time he forced the enemy to with-
draw, but on this occasion he was himself killed.

On the same day corporal William Anderson  of the
2nd Battalion the Yorkshire Regiment, prevented “ by his
prompt and determined action “ what might otherwise
have become a Serious situation. He did this by leading
three men with bombs against a large party of the enemy
who bad entered our trenches. First throwing his own
bombs, Anderson then seized and hurled those in the
possession of his three companions who had all been
wounded. He followed up this attack by firing his rifle
with utmost rapidity at the invading Germans who,
although he was quite alone did not wait to dispute with
him. On May 22nd his name appeared in the London
Gazette’ as a recipient of the V. C

  Something similar was the exploit by which Lieuten-
ant Cyril G. Martin, D.S.O., of the Royal   engineers won
his V.C. He was in command o’ six men who, formed a
party for throwing bombs, and early in this action be
had been wounded. In spite of this, however, he led his
little detachment into the German trenches and re-
mained there, holding back the enemy’s reinforcements,
until he was ordered to abandon the captured trench He
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had been in it for two and a half hours. Martin was
one of the band honoured on April 19th.

 On the afternoon of March 12th the 2nd Battal-
ion of the Rifle Brigade was sent forward against
some German trenches. Unflinchingly they ad-
vanced until they found themselves stopped by wire
entanglements and shot down by machine-guns. At
this moment two volunteers, Sergeant. Major Harry
Daniels and. Corporal Cecil R Noble, rushed for-
ward and cut the wire, thus allowing the battalion to
make further progress. Both were wounded while
engaged in this hazardous occupation and later
Noble died of his wounds. The following Septem-
ber Sergeant-Major Daniels received a commission.
Private William Buckingham, of the 2nd Battalion
Leicestershire Regiment, gained the ninth of the
crosses won at Neuve Chapelle. The words in which

the award was made on April 28th are few but
fine. “For conspicuous acts of bravery and,
devotion to duty in rescuing and, rendering aid
to the wounded while exposed to heavy fire,
especially at  Neuve Chapelle on March 10th
and I2th, 1915.” April 28th was also the date
on which. Daniels and Noble received this
coveted distinction.

 The chief incidents on the
western front during April were the fight for
Hill 60 and the first use of asphyxiating gases
by the Germans against the Canadian lines.
Before these events, however, Private Robert
Morrow, of the 1st Battalion Royal Irish Fu-
siliers, won the Victoria Cross for “most con-
spicuous bravery.” near Messines on April
12th he rescued and carried to comparative
safety, several men who had been buried un-
der the debris of trenches wrecked by shell
fire. He did this we were told, when the award
was made on May 22nd,  “on his own initiative
and under very heavy fire “

 On ‘Hill 6o “ three Victoria Crosses
were won, two of them by members of the
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1st Battalion of the East Surreys In a front trench on
the hill, Lieutenant G R P Roupell was in command of
a company which. Was under severe fire during the
whole day’(April 20th) He was wounded in several
places, but he remained at his post and led forward his
men “to beat ‘back a strong ‘German attack.’ This suc-
cess gave the company a brief respite, so Roupell went
away and had his wound hurriedly dressed, but insisted
on returning to the front where he and his company
were again under heavy fire. As evening drew on the
men became fewer. and fewer, and the possibility of
being driven out became greater, so, the lieutenant
went back to the battalion headquarters to explain the
position, and then brought up reinforcements, “ pass-
ing backward and forwards over ground swept by
heavy fire. With the assistance of these new men he
held the position during the night, and in the morning
his company was replaced by another. His heroic deed
was thus praised in the Gazette of June 23rd  “ This
young officer was one of the few survivors of his com-

pany, and showed a magnifi-
cent example of courage,
devotion, and tenacity, which
undoubtedly inspired his men
to hold: out to the end.

 During the same en-
counter one of the East Surrey
trenches was heavily attacked
by bomb-throwers In this pre-
dicament Lance Corporal Ed-
ward Dwyer climbed out on to
the parapet, and although met
with a hail of bombs at close
quarters, managed to drive
away the attackers by the effec-
tive use of his own weapons of
the same kind.  This deed alone
was sufficient to win for him
the V.C  but earlier in the same
day Dwyer had displayed great
gallantry in leaving his trench
under heavy shell fire in order
to bandage his wounded com-
rades. In. September he re-
ceived a commission in the
Northumberland Fusiliers

 The third VC won
On “Hill 6O “ was a memora-
ble one, for it was the first ever
won by a Territorial. The recip-
ient was Second-Lieutenant G.
H. Woolley, of the 9th Battal-
ion of the London Regiment,
the one better known as Queen
Victoria’s Rifles During the
night of the 20th Woo11ey was
the only officer on a certain
part of the hill, and of those
under him very few were left.

Nevertheless, he and. they resisted all attacks made on
their trench, the lieutenant throwing bombs and encour-
aging his men though the darkness of that terrible night
until they were relieved. During all this time a regular
hail of bombs, shells, and shot from machine-guns fell
upon the trench and its defenders. Woolley and Dwyer
received the V.C on May 22nd.

 It was three days later, on the 23rd, that the Canadians
were attacked near Ypres, and here they won three
V.C.‘s. Near St. Julien. A battery was retreating and was
in danger of capture when Lance-Corporal Frederick
Fisher, realizing the gravity of the situation, hurried
forward with his machine-gun and under heavy fire
made it possible for the battery to get safely away. In
doing this he lost four of his men, but having obtained
four more he went again into the firing line to perform
another action of great gallantry. This was to take his,
machine-gun forward in order to cover the advance of
a supporting force, but in doing so the brave lance
corporal was killed,
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 On the following day, the 24th, a wounded man was
about fifteen yards from a trench in the neighbourhood
of ‘Ypres’. He was heard calling aloud for help, and a
Canadian colour-sergeant, Frederick William Hall, tried,
with the help of two comrades, to reach him. The
enemy, however, was pouring in a heavy enfilading fire
and the attempt failed, the two assistants being wound-
ed, Undeterred, however, Hall tried a second time to
rescue the wounded man, and was in the very act of
lifting him up when he himself fell mortally wounded in
the head. In very truth he gave his life for another.

 During this heavy fighting, a Canadian doctor, Cap-
tain Francis A. C. Scrimger, the medical officer attached
to the 4th Battalion of the Royal Montreal Regiment,
was conspicuous in rendering services to the wounded,
as between April 22nd and 25th so we were told, “he
displayed continuously day and night the greatest devo-
tion to his duty among the wounded at the front.” But
this was not all. On the afternoon of the 25th he was in
charge of an advanced dressing station in some farm
buildings near Ypres. The buildings were being heavily
shelled, and it was necessary to remove the wounded
there from. This was directed by Captain Scrimnger,
who himself carried a severely wounded officer out of a
stable. After a time, unable to reach a place of safety, he
found it impossible to carry the officer any farther, so
he remained with him, both being under fire, until help
arrived. The three Canadians were awarded the V.C. on
June 23rd, but Scrimger alone was alive to wear it.

During this same spell of fighting around Ypres the
V.C.  was won by an Indian native officer, Jemadar Mir
Dast, who was attached to the 57th Wildes Rifles, and
who had already earned the Indian Order of Merit. On
April 26th he led his platoon with great gallantry during
a German attack, and afterwards, when all the British
officers bad been put out of action, he collected various
parties of the regiment and kept them together under
his command until they were ordered to retire. Later in
the day the Jemadar displayed remarkable courage in
helping to carry eight British and Indian officers into
safety while exposed to very heavy fire. Truly our Indian
soldiers have justified their tardy admission to places on
our highest scroll of fame.

The knowledge that the Germans were using poison-
ous gases only spurred our men; if possible, to greater
heroism, and at the beginning of May two V.C’s were
won by Englishmen, in the face of this new and barba-
rous weapon of war. On the 1st a trench near Hill 6o,
had just been vacated by our men as a consequence of
a gas attack. When Private Edward Warner, of the Ist
Battalion of the Bedfordshires, entered it alone in order
to prevent the enemy from seizing it. Reinforcements
were sent forward to help him, but owing to the gas they
could not reach the trench, so Warner himself came out
to them, and under his guidance they managed to reach
it, by this time the hero who was completely exhausted,
died shortly afterwards. He died from the effects of gas
poisoning. However, his bravery had saved the trench,
for it was held until the German attack ceased.

 On the next day Private John Lynn, of the 2nd
Battalion of the Lancashire Fusiliers, won for himself an
immortal name for ”most conspicuous bravery” near
Ypres. When the Germans were advancing behind their
waves of poisonous gas, Lynn. Although almost over-
come by the awful fumes, worked his machine-gun with
very great effect against them. At length he was unable
to see them owing to the nearing clouds of gas, so be
moved his gun to a higher place on the parapet, and
poured a still more effective fire upon them. This heroic
action eventually checked the enemy’s advance, and, as
we were officially told, “the great courage displayed by
this soldier had a fine effect on his comrades in the very
trying circumstances”

Lynn’s superhuman courage cost him his life, for on
the next day he died from the effects of gas poisoning.
Over his tomb Napier’s immortal words should be
inscribed “No man died that night with more glory—
yet many died and there was much glory.” On June 29th
the memories of Warner and Lynn —fitting compan-
ions in death, were honoured by the grant of the Victo-
ria Cross.

On May 9th the British forces delivered a successful
attack on the German position near Fromelles, and on
that day four Victoria Crosses were won. A prominent
place in the assault was assigned to a regiment which has
a record second to none in the British Army- the fa-
mous Black Watch, or Royal Highlanders The Back
Watch attacked the enemy near Rue du Bois, and there
Corporal John Ripley was leading a section on the right
of a platoon Of the whole battalion he was the first man
to mount the German parapet, and, standing there
exposed to fire, he pointed out to the others the ways
through the gap made by our artillery in the wire entan-
glements. This done, Ripley led his section through a
breach in the parapet to the second line of trenches and
having reached his objective he set to work to make the
position secure. Aided by a few men, seven or eight, be
blocked up both flanks, arranged a good position for
firing. and continued to defend the captured trench until
all his men had fallen and he himself had been badly
wounded in the head

About the same time Lance-Corporal David Finlay of
the same regiment was leading forward a bombing party
of twelve men and be did this with the great gallantry
until ten of them had fallen. Then Finlay showed the
stuff of which he was made. He ordered the two survi-
vors to crawl back into safety, but he himself went
forward to the assistance of a wounded man and carried
him for a hundred yards under heavy fire. Eventually
placing him under cover He did this. It is hardly neces-
sary to say, quite regardless of his own personal safety.

 Near Rouges Bancs the 2nd Battalion of the Lin-
colshire Regiment was playing a part in this attack, and
there Corporal Charles Sharpe was unknowingly, of
course, emulating Ripley. Being in charge of a party sent
forward to Capture a portion of a German trench, he
was the first to reach it. Once there be threw his bombs
with great determination and effect and in a short time
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he had cleared all the
Germans from a
trench fifty yards
long. in the end all
his mea bad men had
fallen but four others
came forward to as-
sist Sharpe, and the
five made another
successful attack on
the enemy, using
their bombs with
such vigour that they
captured not fifty,
but two hundred and
fifty yards long.

In the same neigh-
bourhood, near
Rouges Bancs, was
the 1st Battalion of
the Sherwood For-
esters, and there
Corporal James Up-
ton of that regiment
spent the day in at-
tending to the
wounded As the of-
ficial account says “
During the whole of
this day Corporal
Upton displayed the
greatest courage in
rescuing the wound-
ed while exposed to
very heavy rifle and
artillery fire, going
close to the enemy’s
parapet regardless of
his own persona1
safety.’ One man was
killed by a shell while
in his arms, More-
over when Upton
was not actually engaged in this hazardous duty he was
at work bandaging and dressing the serious cases in front
of our parapet. and doing this when exposed to the
enemy’s fire. Ripley. Finlay, Sharpe. and Upton were
among the ten heroes who received the V.C on June 29th.

The next V.C. was earned by a Territorial, like Wooley
a member of the London Regiment, but not in the same
battalion, for Lance-Sergeant Douglas W Belcher be-
longed to the 5th—the London Rile Brigade. On the
morning of May 13th Belcher was in charge of an
advanced breastwork near St Julien. This was bombard-
ed fiercely and continuously by the Germans, and was
frequently blown in.

Near by some troops had been withdrawn owing to
the heavy fire, but Belcher and a few men decided that

they would remain and hold the position. This they did,
Belcher’s skill and great gallantry being the soul of the
defence, for whenever he saw the enemy, who were
only about two hundred yards away, collecting for an
attack, he opened a rapid fire upon them. This was a
very valuable piece of work, for it practically certain
that the bold front Shown by Belcher prevented the
enemy breaking through on the Wieltje road, and avert-
ed an attack on the flank of one of our divisions. On
May 15th the British had a success near Festubert and
on the 16th several battalions, among them the 1st Roy-
al Welsh Fusiliers were holding some captured trenches
and portions of trenches. In one of these portions was
sergeant major Frederick Barter, of the Fusiliers, and he
called for volunteers from among his company to en-



Page 32

F • O • R  • V • A • L • O • U • R •

able him to extend our line. Eight men responded, and
under Barter’s lead they attacked the German position
with bombs, and captured three German officers and
one hundred and two men as well as five hundred
yards of their  trenches.

After this feet, Barter found and cut eleven of the
enemy’s mine leads situated about twenty yards from
each other. Like several others, this non-commissioned
officer may be said to have earned the V.C. twice.

Two days later a lieutenant in the Indian Army won
the V.C near the same place. Some bombs were badly
needed at a spot within twenty yards of the German
position, and two parties attempted to carry them thith-
er, but failed. Whereupon Lieutenant John. G. Smyth of
the 15th Ludhiana Sikhs, with a bombing party of ten
men, volunteered for this duty. The ground over which
they had to go was exceptionally dangerous and on the
way eight of the ten men were either killed or wounded.
However, Smyth and the remaining two struggled on
exposed to the fire of howitzers, machine-guns, and
rifles, and at length, having swum a stream, they
brought ninety-six bombs to those who needed them.
Smyth and Barter were both awarded the V.C. on June
29th.

On May 22nd there occurred the gallant deed by
which Private William Mariner, of the 2nd Battalion the
King’s Royal Rifle Corps, won the Victoria Cross. A
German machine-gun had been damaging our parapets
and hindering our working parties, and Mariner decided
to put an end to the annoyance. Accordingly at night,
while a violent thunderstorm was raging, be crept out of
his trench, through the German wire entanglements,
and at length reached the emplacement the gun. He
then climbed on to the top of the German parapet, and
threw a bomb under the roof of the gun emplacement.
Some groaning and running away followed, while Mari-
ner waited in silence. About fifteen minutes later some
of the Germans returned, and were greeted with anoth-
er bomb, thrown into the other side of the emplace-
ment, for Mariner had climbed over there and had
thrown the bomb with his left hand. While the Germans
fled into the darkness, Mariner lay quite still; but at
length, after an hour had elapsed, the excitement died
down, and he was able to crawl back to his trench,
having been out alone on this work for an hour and half.
As showing his total indifference to danger, Mariner
had requested a sergeant to open fire on the enemy’s
trenches as soon as ever be bad thrown his bombs. On
June 23rd Mariner received the V.C.

 Mariner’s feat deserves to rank with those of O’Leary
and George Wilson as one of the outstanding deeds of
the Great War, and so does the next on our list. On the
night of May 25th the 24th Battalion of the London
Regiment, the Queen’s, made a successful attack on the
German position at Givenchy, and there one of its
lance-corporals, Leonard James Keyworth, won for that
regiment, and for the Territorial Force in general, a third
Victoria Cross. It was in this wise. After the assault,
seventy-five men of the battalion attempted to follow

up their success by a bomb attack, and a very fierce
encounter took place between them and the Germans,
who were only a few yards away.

The nature of the fight is shown by the fact that
fifty-eight of the seventy-five Londoners were either
killed or wounded. Now for a simple statement of fact:
“During this very fierce encounter Lance-Corporal
Keyworth stood fully exposed for two hours on the top
of the enemy’s parapet, and threw about a hundred and
fifty bombs among the Germans, who were only a few
yards away.”

The words “ two hours” and “fully exposed” tell their
own story. On July 3rd the VC. was awarded to Key-
worth.

Two more Victoria Crosses complete the seventy two
won in Flanders, and both these were gained for saving
life. On June 12th. 1915, Lance-Corporal William An-
gus, of the 8th Battalion of the Highland Light Infantry,
one composed of Territorial's from Lanarkshire, was,
like Keyworth, at Givenchy. Seeing a wounded officer
lying within a few yards of the enemy’s position, he
voluntarily left his trench and rescued him in spite of
very heavy fire from bombs and rifles. He had no
chance whatever, we were told, of escaping the enemy’s
fire when undertaking this very gallant action, and while
rescuing the officer he sustained about forty wounds
from bombs, some of them being very serious Angus
Was one of the ten honoured on June 29th.

 On June 16th another lance-corporal. Joseph Tombs,
of the 1st Battalion the Liverpool Regiment, called also
the King’s, was near Rue du Bois. where Britons have
performed so many gallant deeds. On his own initiative
he crawled out of his trench repeatedly, and under a
very severe fire from heavy guns and machine-guns, he
rescued four wounded men who were lying about a
hundred yards from our trenches. One of these rescues
was especially noteworthy, for Tombs dragged the man
back to safety by means of a rifle sling placed round his
own neck and the man’s body. This heroism and devo-
tion undoubtedly saved his life, for he had been wound-
ed so severely that without immediate attention he
would have died.

This ends for the present our tale of heroism in
France and Flanders. Seventy-two Victoria Crosses
were given, but who can say how many were earned?
Many more, we are quite sure. But these, the official
ones, which we have here recorded, make up a story of
courage and devotion which may perhaps have been
equalled, but can never have been surpassed, since man
the tighter first emerged from the dark and backward
abysm of time.’

Towards the end of April, 1915, Great Britain and
France became involved in a second great campaign, the
attack on the Gallipoli Peninsula, and before August
4th, 1915, four Victoria Crosses had been awarded for
gallantry there, and this was merely a beginning.

The first two were gained on that terrible and unfor-
gettable day, April 26th, 1915, when the British troops
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made good their landing on the almost impregnable
Gallipoli Peninsula; for, as was truly said, by all the
precepts of war our men ought never to have got ashore
at all. On one of the beaches were a few survivors of the
Royal Dublin Fusiliers, Royal Munster Fusiliers, and
Hampshires. who had got ashore, but at a frightful cost.
Nearly all the senior officers had been killed and
wounded, including the general, but with the remnants
of the brigade were Lietnt. Co L. C. H. M. Doughtv-
Wylie, C.M.G.. CB. of the Headquarters Staff, and

Captain G. N. Walford, a brigade. major of the Royal
Artillery, and these two realised that something must be
done. Accordingly they organised and led an attack on
the hill above the beach, whereon was the village of
Seddul Bahr. The Turkish position was very strongly
held, Was entrenched and was defended by concealed
guns. Nevertheless, the attack succeeded completely,
for not only was the village taken, but so were the Old
Castle and Hill 141 beyond it. This was mainly due to
the initiative, skill, and great gallantry of these two
officers, both of whom were killed in the moment of
victory.
 In this Gallipoli campaign the Australians took no
small part, and it is not surprising that one of them,
Lance-Corporal Albert Jacka, of the 14th Battalion of
Infantry, early gained there a Victoria Cross. It was for
most conspicuous bravery on the night of May 19th-
20th, at Courtney’s Post,” it seems that Jacka and four
other men were holding a portion of a trench when they
were heavily attacked and the four were either killed or
wounded Seven Turks then rushed into the trench, but
they had not reckoned on Jacka. At once he attacked
them and killed the whole seven, shooting down five
with his rifle and finishing off the remaining two with
the bayonet.

On July 24th the gallant Australian received the V.C.
In the force which invaded the Gallipoli Peninsula was
the 3rd (Special Reserve) Battalion of the Hampshire
Regiment, and in this was a young officer, Second-

Lieutenant G. R. Dallas Moor, who had only joined the
Army in October, 1915. On June 5th, 1915, he was in
some fighting to the south of Krithia, when he noticed
that a detachment on his left, having lost all its officers,
was falling back before a heavy Turkish attack, and so
was endangering the safety of the whole line. Promptly
realising this, Moor dashed after the retiring men, pulled
them up, and then led them forward and recaptured the
lost trench. By his personal bravery and presence of
mind he saved a dangerous situation, for which service

he was awarded the Victoria Cross on July
24th.
 We have seen how eighty-two men
won the Victoria Cross; but what about the
brave men who helped them, and the other
brave men whose deeds of heroism were
unnoticed?  In most cases their names are
unknown.

To thank them and be grateful to them is
our simple duty but we will refrain from
praising them. They do not need it. Words
can add nothing to the honour they have won.

Better it is to take our farewell of them in the spirit of
the words which Sir Henry Newbolt has applied to
Nelson and his men:
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